
Lesson 29: 2LCF Chapter 26: Of The Church (Part 2)	

21 When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to 
Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 
continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. 23 
And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed 

them to the Lord in whom they had believed.	
Acts 14:21-23	

In our previous study of the Confession, we surveyed the chapters dealing with the universal church 
and the membership of the local church. There we concluded that the church is visible and invisible 
(in a qualified sense), in addition to being universal and local. We also considered the perpetuity of 
the church, and the unique authority granted to the local church under Christ.	

In this lesson, as we survey the remaining 8 paragraphs of chapter 26, we will consider 1) the 
government of the local church, as well as 2) the fraternal relations of the local church.	

Outline	
Paragraphs 5-15	
II. The local church	
	 A. Its originating mandate (Paragraph 5)	
	 B. Its defined membership (Paragraph 6)	
	 C. Its authoritative power (Paragraph 7)	
	 D. Its appointed government (Paragraphs 8-13)	
	 	 1. The identity of its government (Paragraph 8)	
	 	 2. The appointment of its government (Paragraph 9)	
	 	 3. The cornerstone of its government: the ministry of the Word, (Paragraphs 10- II)	
	 	 	 The official ministry of the Word by pastors (Paragraph 10)	
	 	 	 Its heavy responsibilities	
	 	 	 Its proper honouring	
	 	 	 The auxiliary ministry of the Word by others, (Paragraph II)	
	 	 4. The extent of its government (Paragraphs 12-13)	
	 	 	 It extends to all its members (Paragraph 12)	
	 	 	 It extends to all its problems (Paragraph 13)	
	 E. Its fraternal relations: the communion of local churches (Paragraphs 14-15)	
	 	 1. Its divine warrant (Paragraph 14a)	
	 	 2. Its providential limitations (Paragraph 14b)	
	 	 3. Its spiritual benefits (Paragraph  I4C)	
	 	 4. Its special advantage: advisory meetings (Paragraph 15) 	348

 Ibid., 364-65.348
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Paragraph 8. 	
A particular church, gathered and completely organized according to the mind of Christ, consists of 
officers and members; and the officers appointed by Christ to be chosen and set apart by the church 
(so called and gathered), for the peculiar administration of ordinances, and execution of power or 
duty, which he intrusts them with, or calls them to, to be continued to the end of the world, are 
bishops or elders, and deacons.	
Acts 20:17, 28; Phil. 1:1	

Paragraph 9. 	
The way appointed by Christ for the calling of any person, fitted and gifted by the Holy Spirit, unto 
the office of bishop or elder in a church, is, that he be chosen thereunto by the common suffrage of 
the church itself; and solemnly set apart by fasting and prayer, with imposition of hands of the 
eldership of the church, if there be any before constituted therein; and of a deacon that he be chosen 
by the like suffrage, and set apart by prayer, and the like imposition of hands.	
Acts 14:23; 1 Tim. 4:14; Acts 6:3,5,6	

Exposition	
Paragraphs 8-9 address the identity and appointment of the government of the local church.	

Paragraph 8 notes that a local church ordered according to the mind of Christ will have a 
delineation between its members and its officers. Here the Confession makes plain that the two 
offices (or types of officer) in the local church are that of elder (synonymous with bishop) and 
deacon.	

While the Confession does not articulate the roles and functions of these two offices, Scripture 
presents a clear picture of these two offices.	

The Office of Elder	

Acts 10:17-18, 28-31	
17 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him. 18 And 
when they came to him, he said to them… 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, 
in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained 
with his own blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to 
draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did 
not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears.	

Acts 14:21-23	
21 When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to 
Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them 
to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 
God. 23 And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they 
committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 	

1 Timothy 3:1-7	
1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 
2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
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quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity 
keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, 
how will he care for God’s church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up 
with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by 
outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 	

1 Timothy 5:17	
Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in 
preaching and teaching.	

Titus 1:5-9	
5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders 
in every town as I directed you— 6 if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his 
children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. 7 For an 
overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or 
a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, 
holy, and disciplined. 9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able 
to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it. 	

James 5:13-15	
13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 14 Is 
anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is 
sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.	

1 Peter 5:1-5	
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well 
as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, 
exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful 
gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 
4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, 
you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward 
one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 	

Hebrews 13:17	
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will 
have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you. 	

Summary:	
When we consider these texts and many others, we observe that the Lord has ordained that a 
plurality of elders serve in every local church. As elders/overseers who have been appointed by the 
Holy Spirit, they are responsible to shepherd God’s flock by providing exemplary leadership, 
faithfully teaching and preaching God’s Word, praying for the saints, protecting the flock, and caring 
for souls entrusted to their care.	

The Office of Deacon	

Acts 6:1-7	
Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists 
arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 
2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should 
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give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you 
seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But 
we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased 
the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, 
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 
6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 	
7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 	

Philippians 1:1-2	
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 	
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons: 	
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 	

1 Timothy 3:8-13	
8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy 
for dishonest gain. 9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 And let 
them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 
11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 
12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own households 
well. 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great 
confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 	

Summary:	
While the job description of the deacon is not as carefully detailed in Scripture as that of the elder, t 
is plain from Scripture that the deacon’s principal role is one of service (diakonos). Deacons serve 
the congregation by helping with physical/material needs, while also acting as the agents/assistants 
to the elders.	

Paragraph 9 speaks to the appointment of these officers in the church. Here the Confession 
articulates a form of congregational church polity that recognizes the pivotal role of the church. The 
Confession states: “the elder in the church… be chosen thereunto by the common suffrage of the 
church itself; and solemnly set apart by fasting and prayer, with imposition of hands of the eldership of 
the church, if there be any before constituted therein; and of a deacon that he be chosen by the like 
suffrage, and set apart by prayer, and the like imposition of hands.”	

The Principle of Congregational Polity	
The principle of congregational polity observed in the New Testament recognizes that the 
membership of the church has a vital role to play in the church’s major decisions. The decision-
making of the church in several key areas is not left to the elders alone, but to the congregation as a 
whole. Nevertheless, this is not a true democracy. 	

The purpose of this congregational authority is not to determine the will of the people, but 
the will of Christ. 	

Samuel Waldron offers a helpful qualification when he writes:	

	 In biblical church government, democracy is qualified by the crown-rights of King Jesus in 	 	
	 his church and also by the plural-elder principle… Democracy in the present context is the 	 	
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	 right of the church to decide on the basis of the Bible what the will of the King is. It is not the 
	 right to vote as one pleases, regardless of the will of the King. 	349

When one surveys the New Testament, several passages clearly outline the role of the congregation 
in the governance of the church. In these texts one learns that the congregation plays an important 
role in upholding and defending the truths of Scripture, admitting and excluding members, and 
choosing church officers. 	

Guarding and Promoting the Truth	
While it is the God-given task of the church’s elders to preach the Word, instruct in sound doctrine, 
and rebuke those who contradict the truth (2 Tm. 4:2; Tit. 1:9), the entire congregation also plays a 
pivotal role in guarding and promoting the deposit of truth entrusted to her. This reality is seen in 
passages like 1 Timothy 3:14-15, where the church is called “a pillar and buttress of the truth.” On 
this point, a careful observer will note that it is the church, and not just her officers, that bears the 
responsibility of upholding and defending sound doctrine. As John Stott has pointed out: “The 
church is responsible to hold the truth steady against the storms of heresy and unbelief… the church 
is called to serve the truth, to hold it fast and make it known.”  This is further confirmed when it is 350

seen that the local church has the responsibility of safeguarding the gospel, even when faced with 
the potential of apostolic or angelic deviation. In Galatians 1:8-9, Paul instructed the church in 
Galatia to reject all perversions of the gospel message, even if they should come from the apostles 
themselves, or from angels. These passages, in addition to many others (Matt. 7:15-20; Rev. 2:2; 
Rom. 16:17-18; 2 Cor. 11:3-4) make clear that each local church has a collective responsibility to 
exercise its discernment and authority in defense of the truth.	

Including and Excluding Members	
Furthermore, as has already been noted, the assembled church alone possesses the authority to 
exclude members, in addition to admitting and restoring them to fellowship. Matthew 18:15-20 and 
1 Corinthians 5:1-13 are explicit in identifying the congregation as the final court of appeal in all 
matters related to church discipline. Moreover, texts such as 2 Corinthians 2:6-8 speak to the 
congregation’s role in restoring a repentant individual who was previously excluded “by the 
majority.” This demonstrates the role of all church members, not simply the officers, in admitting 
and excommunicating members. Speaking about the authority of the assembled church, John Gill 
once offered these words:	

	 For to them to whom belongs the power of receiving members, to them only belongs the 	 	
	 power of excluding offenders: the executive power lies in the hands of the elders or pastors 	 	
	 of churches; they are the persons by whom the church receives or casts out members; but 	 	
	 the power of judgment, or of determining who shall be received into, or who shall be 	 	
	 removed from communion, lies in the church, and not in the pastors and elders only; 	 	
	 whoever therefore take upon them to receive, or refuse, or cast out members of themselves, 		
	 and at their own pleasure, act the part of Diotrephes. 	351

 Samuel Waldron, “Lecture 29: The Government of the Local Church,” lecture, ST26 Doctrine of 349
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Therefore, every church that seeks to model its government after the precepts and examples of 
sacred Scripture must exercise congregational governance in this respect, lest they inadvertently 
promote the wicked error of Diotrephes and become like him in their ecclesiology (3 Jn. 9-10).	

Selecting Officers	
There is also clear scriptural warrant for the church’s participation and consent when choosing 
officers in the local church. In fact, such a strong case can be made for this practice that the 
congregationalist Puritan John Owen refers to the neglect of this as “irregular and defective.” On this 
topic, Owen wrote the following:	

	 Election, by the suffrage and consent of the church, is required unto the calling of a pastor or 
	 teacher; so that without it formally or virtually given or obtained, the call, however 	 	 	
	 otherwise carried on or solemnized, is irregular and defective… nothing is more contrary to 		
	 this liberty than to have their guides, rulers, and overseers imposed on them without their 	 	
	 consent. Besides, the body of the church is obliged to discharge its duty towards Christ in 	 	
	 every institution of his; which herein they cannot, if they have not their free consent in the 	 	
	 choice of their pastors or elders, but are considered as mute persons or brute creatures. 	352

The basis for congregational involvement in the selection of church officers can be found in several 
places in Scripture. For instance, Acts 6:3 clearly demonstrates this practice, when the Apostles 
provided the following instructions to the Jerusalem church: “Therefore, brothers, pick out from 
among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this 
duty.” In this case, during a unity crisis in the Jerusalem church, the full number of the disciples was 
assembled to select men who would serve as prototypical deacons in the local church. It is 
noteworthy that the Apostles did not make the selection themselves but entrusted this important 
task to the congregation. 	

In a separate instance, in Acts 14:23, Paul and Barnabas can be found visiting the churches that 
were previously established on their first missionary journey. In this text, the reader is told that 
“when they appointed elders for them in every church with prayer and fasting they committed them 
to the Lord in whom they had believed.” At first glance, this may not appear to support a 
congregational selection of church officers; however, a closer examination gives good reason to 
suggest this very practice. Commenting on Acts 14:23, David G. Petersen has stated: “The verb 
cheirotonēsantes (appointed) means ‘stretch out the hand’ and came to be used of voting, choosing, 
and so appointment to office. The laying on of hands is conveyed by another expression.”  With 353

regard to this text, many scholars have concluded that this demonstrates the authority of the church 
in electing its own officers by a congregational vote. Similarly, John Calvin has offered the following 
commentary: “Paul and Barnabas are said to choose elders. Do they this alone by their private 
office? Nay, rather they suffer the matter to be decided by the consent of them all. Therefore, in 
ordaining pastors the people had their free election…”  Interestingly, this very same word for 354

“appoint” can also be found in 2 Corinthians 8:18-19, speaking about the “brother who is famous” 
who has been “appointed by the churches.” Clearly this offers another example of the selection of a 
gospel minister by the common suffrage of the church. 	

 John Owen, A Brief Instruction in the Worship of God (1667; repr., Grand Rapids, MI: Christian 352

Classics Ethereal Library, 2010), 496.

 David G. Peterson, The Acts of the Apostles, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand 353

Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2009), 415.

 John Calvin and Henry Beveridge, Commentary upon the Acts of the Apostles, vol. 2 (Bellingham, 354

WA: Logos Bible Software, 2010), 27–28.

219



Ultimately, the purpose of this congregational authority is not to provide an avenue for the church to 
exert its own will, but to seek the will of the Lord Jesus Christ, including through prayer and fasting 
as occasion may require. In the words of Paige Patterson, “The church is not, strictly speaking, a 
democracy. Christ rules as sovereign over the church, and the object of ‘churchcraft’ is to discover 
Christ’s will and purpose and to fulfill that on the Earth.” 	355

The Principle of Authoritative Plural Eldership	
Having considered the congregation’s vital role in the local church, one might conclude that there is 
little need for any other form of authoritative leadership within the church body. Certainly, many 
churches have arrived at this conclusion and adopted a form of government that may be described 
as “pure democracy,” where every decision, no matter how insignificant, becomes the subject of a 
congregational meeting and vote. In many of these churches, the elders are stripped of any true 
biblical authority and become little more than the handmaidens of the church’s ministerial 
demands. However, to arrive at this conclusion would be a grave error.	

The New Testament teaches a great deal about the role of elders in the life of the local church. A 
careful study of Scripture reveals the functions and qualifications of the elders, the plurality and 
parity of the elders, and the unique authority of the elders in each congregation.	

In the first place, the Bible teaches that elders have been given to the church to serve a vital function 
in congregational life. This function is partially communicated by the titles given to their office. 
These titles, which are “elder” and “overseer,” are used interchangeably in Scripture (Tit. 1:5-7; Acts 
20:17-28), and speak to their function as dignified leaders and superintendents within the church. 
Moreover, the Bible regularly exhorts elders to engage in the important work of shepherding the 
flock of God, which is the church (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5-4). Alexander Strauch succinctly summarizes 
the work of the elders when he writes: 	

	 Elders lead the church, teach and preach the Word, protect the church from false teachers, 	 	
	 exhort and admonish the saints in sound doctrine, visit the sick and pray, and judge 	 	 	
	 doctrinal issues. In biblical terminology, elders shepherd, oversee, lead, and care for the 	 	
	 local church. 	356

This brief definition captures the indispensable role of the elders in each local church. Theirs is an 
office that calls for godliness, devotion, skillfulness in teaching, spiritual alertness, courage, and 
diligence. Furthermore, it is required that they be biblically qualified for the office, in order that 
they might lead as examples to the flock (1 Tm. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9; 1 Pet. 5:3). When one understands 
the function of elders in the church, it demonstrates the wisdom of God and His tremendous care for 
His People.	

This great wisdom is further demonstrated when one considers that the Lord has ordained that His 
church be served by a plurality of elders, characterized by both parity and diversity. Samuel 
Waldron argues this point when he writes, “We know of no church in the New Testament that had 
only a single elder.”  Instead, one finds frequent examples in the New Testament where a team of 357

elders served a particular local church in a given place. This is observed in: Jerusalem (Acts 11:30; 
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15:22); Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch (Acts 14:23); Ephesus (Acts 20:17, 28; 1 Tm. 5:17), 
Philippi (Phil 1:1); Crete (Tit. 1:5); and the church to whom the book of Hebrews is written (Heb. 
13:17), in addition to many others. 	

Scripture also reveals that the eldership in these churches was characterized by parity, where the 
elders enjoyed equality in their office and authority.  This is evidenced by the fact that there are 358

no distinctions made in key texts where elders are addressed by the apostles, such as Acts 20:17-38 
and 1 Peter 5:1-5. Moreover, a uniform list of qualifications is maintained for all elders, without 
distinguishing between classes (1 Tm. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9). Yet, at the same time, there is an observable 
diversity, as elders exercise their own unique spiritual gifts or are set apart to serve vocationally as 
they labor in preaching and teaching (1 Tm. 5:17). However, in no place does this diversity 
undermine or contradict the principles of plurality or parity. 	

Having established the functions and internal organization of biblical eldership, the significant 
authority possessed by this office must next be demonstrated. Waldron has noted that, while the 
congregation possesses authority under Christ, it is equally true that “the Word of God appoints that 
the church should have a class of ruling officers.”  Newton identifies why this is necessary when 359

he writes: “As often observed, pure congregationalism is unwieldy, with too many opinions 
stymieing action without appropriate leadership.”  	360

The Bible’s answer to this challenge is not to reject congregational involvement, but to uphold a 
form of modified congregationalism that recognizes the authority of the assembled church, while 
also affirming the essential authority of the elders. 	

As Samuel Waldron has observed, “The New Testament teaches that the church has officers with 
real authority and thus supplements the democracy of the church with what the Puritans called the 
aristocracy of the eldership… The Word of God has a tendency to put things together that we in our 
human wisdom tend to regard as contradictory. ” 	361

This reality must be kept in view as the congregation exercises its  God-ordained role, while obeying 
their leaders and submitting to them, recognizing that they have been appointed to this very role by 
God the Spirit.  Waldron notes that this authority is not assumed, but clearly taught in Scripture in 
following ways:	

• The descriptions of these ruling officers (Acts 11:30; 20:28; 1 Tm. 5:17; Heb. 13:17)	
• The divine origin of their appointment (Acts 20:28; Eph. 4:11).	
• The elders of the church oversee its finances. They are its stewards (Luke 12:42; Romans 16:23) 
and overseers. Thus, the offering for the church in Jerusalem is brought to its elders (Acts 11:30). 
The deacons do not control the finances of the church. They administer them for the elders. 	362

This authority is so significant that Waldron cautions congregants: “Only if elders are 
recommending something that is contrary to the Scriptures or transgressing the boundaries of 

 Ibid.358
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another human authority’s jurisdiction should members of the church feel at liberty to oppose their 
recommendations.” 	363

While there are many forms of church government practiced today, each local church would be wise 
to heed the advice of Phil Newton: “The challenge for the modern church, bombarded by corporate 
and managerial models, is to return to the simplicity of Scripture.” 	364

	

Paragraph 10. 	
The work of pastors being constantly to attend the service of Christ, in his churches, in the ministry 
of the word and prayer, with watching for their souls, as they that must give an account to Him; it is 
incumbent on the churches to whom they minister, not only to give them all due respect, but also to 
communicate to them of all their good things according to their ability, so as they may have a 
comfortable supply, without being themselves entangled in secular affairs; and may also be capable 
of exercising hospitality towards others; and this is required by the law of nature, and by the 
express order of our Lord Jesus, who has ordained that they that preach the Gospel should live of 
the Gospel.	
Acts 6:4; Heb. 13:17; 1 Tim. 5:17,18; Gal. 6:6,7; 2 Tim. 2:4; 1 Tim. 3:2; 1 Cor. 9:6-14	

Paragraph 11.	
Although it be incumbent on the bishops or pastors of the churches, to be instant in preaching the 
word, by way of office, yet the work of preaching the word is not so peculiarly confined to them but 
that others also gifted and fitted by the Holy Spirit for it, and approved and called by the church, 
may and ought to perform it.	
Acts 11:19-21; 1 Pet. 4:10,11	

Paragraph 12. 	
As all believers are bound to join themselves to particular churches, when and where they have 
opportunity so to do; so all that are admitted unto the privileges of a church, are also under the 
censures and government thereof, according to the rule of Christ.	
1 Thess. 5:14; 2 Thess. 3:6,14,15	

Paragraph 13. 	
No church members, upon any offence taken by them, having performed their duty required of them 
towards the person they are offended at, ought to disturb any church-order, or absent themselves 
from the assemblies of the church, or administration of any ordinances, upon the account of such 
offence at any of their fellow members, but to wait upon Christ, in the further proceeding of the 
church.	
Matt. 18:15-17; Eph. 4:2,3	

 Ibid.363

 Phil Newton, “Church Polity: A Biblical Approach,” 31.364
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Paragraph 14. 	
As each church, and all the members of it, are bound to pray continually for the good and prosperity 
of all the churches of Christ, in all places, and upon all occasions to further every one within the 
bounds of their places and callings, in the exercise of their gifts and graces, so the churches, when 
planted by the providence of God, so as they may enjoy opportunity and advantage for it, ought to 
hold communion among themselves, for their peace, increase of love, and mutual edification.	
Eph. 6:18; Ps. 122:6; Rom. 16:1,2; 3 John 8-10	

Paragraph 15. 	
In cases of difficulties or differences, either in point of doctrine or administration, wherein either 
the churches in general are concerned, or any one church, in their peace, union, and edification; or 
any member or members of any church are injured, in or by any proceedings in censures not 
agreeable to truth and order: it is according to the mind of Christ, that many churches holding 
communion together, do, by their messengers, meet to consider, and give their advice in or about 
that matter in difference, to be reported to all the churches concerned; howbeit these messengers 
assembled, are not intrusted with any church-power properly so called; or with any jurisdiction 
over the churches themselves, to exercise any censures either over any churches or persons; or to 
impose their determination on the churches or officers.	
Acts 15:2,4,6,22,23,25; 2 Cor. 1:24; 1 John 4:1	
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