Lesson 31: 2LCF Chapter 27: Of The Communion of the
Saints

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many,
are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one
member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,”
that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an
eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole
body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be
the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he
chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet
one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I
have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater
honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable
parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it,
25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one
another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

1 Corinthians 12:12-27

In this lesson, as we will briefly survey the Second London Confession’s chapter on the communion
of the saints. This lesson will be brief because of our previous treatment of the church.
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365 Samuel E. Waldron, A Modern Exposition of the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith, 390-91.
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Paragraph 1.

All saints that are united to Jesus Christ, their head, by his Spirit, and faith, although they are not
made thereby one person with him, have fellowship in his graces, sufferings, death, resurrection,
and glory; and, being united to one another in love, they have communion in each others gifts and
graces, and are obliged to the performance of such duties, public and private, in an orderly way, as
do conduce to their mutual good, both in the inward and outward man.

1John 1:3; John 1:16; Phil. 3:10; Rom. 6:5,6; Eph. 4:15,16; 1 Cor. 12:7; 3:21-23; 1 Thess.

5:11,14; Rom. 1:12; 1 John 3:17,18; Gal. 6:10

Paragraph 2.

Saints by profession are bound to maintain a holy fellowship and communion in the worship of God,
and in performing such other spiritual services as tend to their mutual edification; as also in
relieving each other in outward things according to their several abilities, and necessities; which
communion, according to the rule of the gospel, though especially to be exercised by them, in the
relation wherein they stand, whether in families, or churches, yet, as God offers opportunity, is to be
extended to all the household of faith, even all those who in every place call upon the name of the
Lord Jesus; nevertheless their communion one with another as saints, does not take away or
infringe the title or propriety which each man has in his goods and possessions.

Heb. 10:24,25, 3:12,13; Acts 11:29,30; Eph. 6:4; 1 Cor. 12:14-27; Acts 5:4; Eph. 4:28

Exposition
In this chapter of the Confession, the words on the church is complement by an explication of the
communion of the saints. Here the framers build upon the doctrinal foundation of union with Christ.

What is Union with Christ?

Louis Berkof has defined it as: “That intimate, vital, and spiritual union between Christ and His
people, in virtue of which He is the source of their life and strength, of their blessedness and
salvation.”366

It is through this intimate, vital, and spiritual union with Christ that the believer enjoys every
spiritual blessing. It can be summarized by these words “in Christ”. Unlike justification or
regeneration, the New Testament doesn’t provide a neatly packaged definition of union with Christ.
Instead it gives us over 100 verses that speak to this union with words like “in” and “with”. For
instance, the phrase “In Christ” appears 89 times in the New Testament (over 80 of those are in the
Pauline Epistles). The expression “In the Lord” appears 51 times. “With Christ” appears another 11
times.

Key Texts on Union with Christ:
Ephesians 1:3-14

Philippians 3:1-21

Romans 5:12-21

2 Corinthians 5:9-21

Galatians 2:20

Romans 6:1-14

Colossians 3:1-17

2 Corinthians 4:7-12

366 This quote is shared without citation at: https://www.modernreformation.org/resources/
articles/a-more-perfect-union.
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Victor Claudio demonstrates how this union with Christ naturally translates into communion with
the saints when he writes: “The outgrowth of union with Christ is the communion and fellowship of
the saints with each other. Christians who are in union with the Lord Jesus Christ are now part of
the same body and share a common purpose because they have a common union with Christ.”367

Similarly A.A. Hodge has written:

They have a common Head, and common duties with respect to him; a common profession,
a common system of faith to maintain, a common gospel to preach, a common worship and
service to maintain. They have a common life, and one Holy Ghost dwelling in and binding
together in one the whole body.3¢8

G.I. Williamson notes:

The Confession maintains that the duty of "fellowship and communion in the worship of
God" is at least in part an outcome of this union ... But some have argued that they can
worship God by themselves, or at least without any commitment to membership in the
visible church. Others seem to feel no obligation to loyal and faithful attendance at the
services of worship in a particular congregation at its stated times of worship on the Lord's
Day... He who is united to Christ is united to other believers. And being united to Christ
necessarily entails solemn obligations to them.369

A passage that is often cited to demonstrate this is Acts 2:42-47:

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common.
45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as
any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all
the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

In his commentary of Acts, Matthew Henry offers the following counsel on this subject.

They kept up the communion of saints. They continued in fellowship v. 42, and continued
daily with one accord in the temple, v. 46. They not only had a mutual affection to each other,
but a great deal of mutual conversation with each other; they were much together.

When they withdrew from the untoward generation, they did not turn hermits, but were
very intimate with one another, and took all occasions to meet; wherever you saw one
disciple, you would see more, like birds of a feather. See how these Christians love one
another. They were concerned for one another, sympathized with one another, and heartily
espoused one another's interests. They had fellowship with one another in religious
worship. They met in the temple: there was their rendezvous; for joint-fellowship with God
is the best fellowship we can have with one another,; 1 |n. 1.3. Observe, (1.) They were daily
in the temple, not only on the days of the sabbaths and solemn feasts, but on other days,

367 Victor Claudio, “Of the Communion of the Saints,” in A New Exposition of the London Baptist
Confession of Faith of 1689, ed. Rob Ventura (Ross-shire: Mentor, 2022), 473.

368 A. A. Hodge, The Westminster Confession: A Commentary (Edinburgh, UK: The Banner of Truth),
324.

369 G.I. Williamson, The Confession of Faith for Study Classes (Philadelphia:Presbyterian and
Reformed, 1964), 198.
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every day. Worshipping God is to be our daily work, and, where there is opportunity, the
oftener it is done publicly the better. God loves the gates of Zion, and so must we. (2.) They
were with one accord; not only no discord nor strife, but a great deal of holy love among
them; and they heartily joined in their public services. Though they met with the Jews in the
courts of the temple, yet the Christians kept together by themselves, and were unanimous in
their separate devotions.370

How is the communion of the saints experienced/expressed?

Love One Another

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you
also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another” (John 13:34-35)

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12)
“These things I command you, so that you will love one another.” (John 15:17)

“Love one another with brotherly affection.” (Romans 12:10a)

“Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled
the law.” (Romans 13:8)

“And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we
do for you.” (1 Thessalonians 3:12)

“Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you
yourselves have been taught by God to love one another, for that indeed is what you are
doing to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more
and more.” (1 Thessalonians 4:9-10)

“Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love
one another earnestly from a pure heart.” (1 Peter 1:22)

“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.” (1 Peter
4:8)

“For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one
another” (1 John 3:11)

“And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love
one another, just as he has commanded us.” (1 John 3:23)

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of
God and knows God.” (1 John 4:7)

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.” (1 John 4:11-12)

“And now I ask you, dear lady—not as though [ were writing you a new commandment, but
the one we have had from the beginning—that we love one another” (2 John 1:5)

Honor One Another

“Outdo one another in showing honor” (Romans 12:10b)

Greet One Another

“Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.” (Romans 16:16)

370 Matthew Henry, An Exposition of all the Books of the Old and New Testaments (London:
W. Baynes, 1806), 5:19.
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. “All the brothers send you greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss.” (1 Corinthians

16:20)
. “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” (2 Corinthians 13:12)
. “Greet one another with the kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.” (1 Peter 5:14)

Welcome One Another
. “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” (Romans
15:7)
Show Hospitality to One Another
. “Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.” (1 Peter 4:9)

Have Fellowship With One Another

. “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)

Agree With One Another

. “...agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.” (2
Corinthians 13:11b)

Live in Harmony With One Another

. “Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never
be wise in your own sight” (Romans 12:16)
. “May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one

another, in accord with Christ Jesus.” (Romans 15:5)

Be at Peace With One Another

. “Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt
in yourselves, and be at peace with one another” (Mark 9:50)

Be Kind to One Another

. “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted...” (Ephesians 4:32a)

Forgive One Another

. “...forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32b)

. “..and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive.” (Colossians 3:13b)

Bear With One Another
. “With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:2-3)
. “Bearing with one another..” (Colossians 3:13a)

Bear One Another’s Burdens
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. “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2)

Comfort One Another

. “Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another...” (2 Corinthians
13:11a)

Care for One Another

. “That there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care
for one another.” (1 Corinthians 12:25)

Confess Sins to One Another

. “Therefore, confess your sins to one another...” (James 5:16a)
Pray for One Another
. “...and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has

great power as it is working.” (James 5:16b)

Encourage One Another

. “Therefore encourage one another with these words.” (1 Thessalonians 4:18)
. “Therefore encourage one another...” (1 Thessalonians 5:11a)

Assemble One Another

. “Not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and
all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25)

Build One Another Up

. “...and build one another up, just as you are doing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:11b)

Exhort One Another

. “But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today, that none of you may be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” (Hebrews 3:13)

Instruct One Another

. “I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled
with all knowledge and able to instruct one another” (Romans 15:14)

Teach and Admonish One Another

. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to
God.” (Colossians 3:16)

Sing With One Another
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. “Addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody to the Lord with your heart.” (Ephesians 5:19)

Stir Up One Another to Love and Good Works

. “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works.” (Hebrews 10:24)

Do Good to One Another

. “See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and
to everyone.” (1 Thessalonians 5:15)

Serve One Another

. “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity
for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13)
. “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,; as good stewards of God's varied

grace.” (1 Peter 4:10)

Wash One Another’s Feet

. “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another's feet” (John 13:14)

Wait for One Another
. “So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another.” (1 Corinthians
11:33)

Be Humble Toward One Another

. “Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with
humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” (1
Peter 5:5)

Submit to One Another

. “Submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.” (Ephesians 5:21)

Speak the Truth to One Another

. “Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor,
for we are members one of another” (Ephesians 4:25)
. “Do not lie to one another,; seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices.”

(Colossians 3:9)

Do Not Speak Evil Against One Another

. “Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or
judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law,
you are not a doer of the law but a judge.” (James 4:11)

. “Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the
Judge is standing at the door.” (James 5:9)
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Do Not Judge One Another

. “Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to
put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.” (Romans 14:13)

Do Not Provoke One Another

. “Let us not become conceited, provoking one another...” (Galatians 5:26a)
Do Not Envy One Another
. “...envying one another.” (Galatians 5:26b)371

371 List assembled by Kevin Mcconaghy: https://www.watermark.org/blog/the-one-anothers-of-
scripture.
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